CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

L^.-^ A method for facilitating category selection by a user in a 
puterized auctk)n, comprising: 

providing a category field containing a plurality of category entries used 
to categorize an item in said computerized auction; 

selecting one category entry of said plurality of category entries in said 
category field; \ 

providing at least on^ubcategory field containing a plurality of 
subcategory entries used to categorize said item in said auction, said plurality 
of subcategory entries corresponding to said one category entry of said 
plurality of category entries; and \ 

selecting at least one subcategory entry of said plurality of subcategory 
entries corresponding to said one category entry in said at least one 
subcategory field. \ 

2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising extracting a 
category number associated with said one category entry and said at least one 
subcategory entry. \ 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein said category field 
comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 

4. The m^hod according to claim 2, further comprising 
subsequently accessingWd one category entry and said at least one 
subcategory entry using saidscategory number. 
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5. The method according to claim 1, wherein said providing at least 
one subcategory field further includes providing a first subcategory field 
containing a plurality of first subcategory entries corresponding to said one 
category entry of saidplurality of category entries; providing a second 
subcategory field containing a plurality of second subcategory entries 
corresponding to a selected first subcategory entry of said plurality of first 
subcategory entries; and amird subcategory field containing a plurality of third 
subcategory entries corresponding to a selected second subcategory entry of 
said plurality of second subcategory entries. 

6. The method accordiim to claim 1, wherein said category field and 
said at least one subcategory field ar^raphically distinct areas. 

7. The method according to claim 6, wherein said at least one 
subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category field. 

8. The method according to claim 6, wherein said category field and 
said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up language documents. 




A metWod for facilitating category selection by a user in a 
mputerized auction, c^miprising: 

providing a pluralitysof category entries in a category field to said user; 
receiving a category enn;y of said plurality of category entries selected by 
said user; 

providing a plurality of subcaft^ory entries corresponding to said 
selected category entry in at least one sutxcategory field to said user; and 
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8 receiving ^ least one subcategory entry of said plurality of subcategory 

9 entries selected by \aid user. 

1 10. The meth^ according to claim 9, further comprising providing a 

2 category number associated with said selected category entry and said at least 

3 one selected subcategory entry to said user. 

1 11. The method according to claim 9, wherein said category field 

2 comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 




The me^^od according to claim 10, further comprising 
ubsequently receiving slEnd category number from said user and providing 
associated category eno;y and said at least one subcategory entry to said 

user. 



13. The method according to claim 9, wherein said at least one 
subcategory field further comprises a first subcategory field containing a 
plurality of first subcategory entries corresponding to said category entry of 
said plurality of category entries selected by said user; a second subcategory 
field containing a plurality o 



second subcategory entries corresponding to a 
selected first subcategory entiry of said plurality of first subcategory entries; and 
a third subcategory field con :aining a plurality of third subcategory entries 

8 corresponding to a selected second subcategory entry of said plurality of 

9 second subcategory entries. 



^1/ ^^--^4. The metft^d according to claim 9, wherein said category field and 
said at least one subcategorv field are graphically distinct areas. 
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# # 

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein said at least one 
subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category field. 

16. The method according to claim 14, wherein said category field 
and said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up language documents. 



A computer readable medium containing executable instructions 
hich, when executed in a processing system, cause said system to perform a 

3 method for facilitating category selection by a user in a computerized auction, 

4 said method comprising: 

5 providing a categowry field containing a plurality of category entries; 

6 selecting one categOTy entry of said plurality of category entries in said 

7 category field; \ 

8 providing at least one subcategory field containing a plurality of 

9 subcategory entries, said plurali^ of subcategory entries corresponding to said 

10 one category entry of said pluralitw)f category entries; and 

1 1 selecting at least one subcategory entry of said plurality of subcategory 

12 entries corresponding to said one category entry in said at least one 

13 subcategory field. \ 

1 18. The computer readable medium according to claim 17, wherein 

2 said method further comprises extracting a category number associated with 

3 said one category entry and said each subcategoW entry. 

1 19. The computer readable medium according to claim 17, wherein 

2 said category field comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 
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1 20. The comAuter readable medium according to claim 18, wherein 

2 said method further comprises subsequently accessing said one category entry 

3 and said at least one subqategory entry using said category number. 

1 21. The computen readable medium according to claim 17, wherein 

2 said providing at least one subcategory field further includes providing a first 

3 subcategory field containing a plurality of first subcategory entries 

4 corresponding to said one cate|gory entry of said plurality of category entries; 

5 providing a second subcategory field containing a plurality of second 

6 subcategory entries corresponding to a selected first subcategory entry of said 

7 plurality of first subcategory entrJles; and a third subcategory field containing a 

8 plurality of third subcategory entries corresponding to a selected second 

9 subcategory entry of said plurality oS second subcategory entries. 

1 22. The computer readable medium according to claim 17, wherein 

2 said category field and said at least one subcategory field are graphically 

3 distinct areas. \ 

1 23. The computer readable medium according to claim 22, wherein 

2 said at least one subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category 

3 field. 

1 24. The computer readable medium according to claim 22, wherein 

2 said category field and said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up 

3 language documents. 
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25. A computer readable medium containing executable instructions 
which, when executed in a processing system, cause said system to perform a 

3 method for facilitating category selection by a user in a computerized auction, 

4 said method comprising: 

5 providing a plurality of category entries in a category field to said user; 

6 receiving a category entry of said plurality of category entries selected by 

7 said user; \ 

8 providing a plurality M subcategory entries corresponding to said 

9 selected category entry in at least one subcategory field to said user; and 

10 receiving at least one subrategory entry of said plurality of subcategory 

1 1 entries selected by said user. \ 

1 26. The computer readable medium according to claim 25, wherein 

2 said method further comprises providing a category number associated with 

3 said selected category entry and said at le^st one selected subcategory entry to 

4 said user. \ 



1 27. The computer readable medium according to claim 25, wherein 

2 said category field comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 




The asmnputer readable medium according to claim 26, wherein 
said^ethod further comprises subsequently receiving said category number 
rom said user and providing said associated category entry and said at least 
one subcategory entry to said Ciger. 

1 29. The computjer readable medium according to claim 25, wherein 

2 said at least one subcategory field further comprises a first subcategory field 
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containing a plurality of first subcategory entries corresponding to said 
category entry of said plui ality of category entries selected by said user; a 
second subcategory field containing a plurality of second subcategory entries 
corresponding to a selected first subcategory entry of said plurality of first 
subcategory entries; and c third subcategory field containing a plurality of third 
subcategory entries corresponding to a selected second subcategory entry of 



said plurality of second Sj 



r 



bcategory entries. 




The corrtouter readable medium according to claim 25, wherein 
id category field and said at least one subcategory field are graphically 
distinct areas. 



31. The computer readable medium according to claim 30, wherein 
said at least one subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category 
field. 



32. The computer readable medium according to claim 30, wherein 
said category field and said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up 
language documents. 

33. An article of manufacture comprising a program storage medium 
readable by a computer ancTtangibly embodying at least one program of 
instructions executable by said computer to perform a method for facilitating 
category selection by a user in a corn^terized auction, said method 
comprising: \. 

providing a category field containing\plurality of category entries; 
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7 selecting one category entry of said plurality of category entries in said 

8 category field; 

9 providing at leasK one subcategory field containing a plurality of 

10 subcategory entries, said plurality of subcategory entries corresponding to said 

1 1 one category entry of said murality of category entries; and 

12 selecting at least one ^bcategory entry of said plurality of subcategory 

13 entries corresponding to said one category entry in said at least one 

14 subcategory field. 

1 34. The article of naanufactWe according to claim 33, wherein said 

2 method further comprises extracting a\ategory number associated with said 

3 one category entry and said each subcategory entry. 

1 35. The article of manufacture according to claim 33, wherein said 

2 category field comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 



The articlkof manufacture according to claim 34, wherein said 



nhod further comprisesVubsequently accessing said one category entry and 
said at least one subcategory imtry using said category number. 




1 37. The article of manufaoture according to claim 33, wherein said 

2 providing at least one subcategory fieM further includes providing a first 

3 subcategory field containing a plurality of first subcategory entries 

4 corresponding to said one category entry or^aid plurality of category entries; 

5 providing a second subcategory field containing a plurality of second 

6 subcategory entries corresponding to a selected fnst subcategory entry of said 

7 plurality of first subcategory entries; and a third subcategory field containing a 
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8 plurality of third subcategory entries corresponding to a selected second 

9 subcategory entryVf said plurality of second subcategory entries. 

1 38. The article of manufacture according to claim 33, wherein said 

2 category field and said at^ast one subcategory field are graphically distinct 

3 areas. \ 

1 39. The article of manufacture according to claim 38, wherein said at 

2 least one subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category field. 

1 40. The article of manufacture according to claim 38, wherein said 

2 category field and said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up 

3 language documents. 

article of manufacture comprising a program storage medium 
able by a coikputer and tangibly embodying at least one program of 
instructions executable by said computer to perform a method for facilitating 

4 category selection by aaiser in a computerized auction, said method 

5 comprising: \ 

6 providing a pluralitysx)f category entries in a category field to said user; 

7 receiving a category emry of said pluraUty of category entries selected by 

8 said user; \ 

9 providing a plurality of subcategory entries corresponding to said 

10 selected category entry in at least oneVibcategory field to said user; and 

1 1 receiving at least one subcategor)Nentry of said plurality of subcategory 

12 entries selected by said user. \ 
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1 42. The article of nianufacture according to claim 41, wherein said 

2 method further comprises proViding a category number associated with 

3 selected category entry and said lat least one selected subcategory entry to said 

4 user. \ 




1 43. The article of manufacture according to claim 41, wherein said 

2 category field comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 

The micle of manufacture according to claim 42, wherein said 
further compiles subsequently receiving said category number from 
said user and providing and associated category entry and said at least one 
4 subcategory entry to said user. 

1 45. The articlelof manufacture according to claim 41, wherein said at 

2 least one subcategory field further comprises a first subcategory field 

3 containing a plurality of first subcategory entries corresponding to said 

4 category entry of said plurality of category entries selected by said user; a 

5 second subcategory field containing a plurality of second subcategory entries 

6 corresponding to a selected ficst subcategory entry of said plurality of first 

7 subcategory entries; and a third subcategory field containing a plurality of third 

8 subcategory entries corresponding to a selected second subcategory entry of 

9 said plurality of second subcategory entries. 



46. The artiai8X)f manufacture according to claim 41, wherein said 
category field and said at le^t one subcategory field are graphically distinct 
areas. 
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1 47. The article of manufacture according to claim 46, wherein said at 

2 least one subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category field. 

1 48. The article of manufacture according to claim 46, wherein said 

2 category field and said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up 

3 language documents. 

i — '^'^'y^^^, A^^ystem for facilitating category selection by a user in a 
I ^ 2/^omputerized auWon comprising: 

y< 3 a display component; and 

4 a category selection component coupled to said display component for 

5 providing a category field containing a plurality of category entries to said 

6 display component; \ 

7 said display component detecting selection of one category entry of said 

8 plurality of category entrie^y said user; 

9 said category selectionVomponent receiving said one category entry 

10 selected by said user and provioing at least one subcategory field containing a 

1 1 plurality of subcategory entries tc^aid display component, said plurality of 

12 subcategory entries corresponding ro said one category entry; 

13 said display component detectmg selection of at least one subcategory 

14 entry of said plurality of subcategory ervhries by said user. 

1 50. The system according to claimV9, wherein said category selection 

2 component further receives said at least one siS|bcategory entry selected by said 

3 user and provides a category number associatec^vith said one category entry 

4 and said at least one subcategory entry to said dismay component. 
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1 51. The system according to claim 49, wherein said category field 

2 comprises twelve category entries in alphabetical order. 

The sVstem according to claim 50, wherein said category selection 
cpi6ponent subsequemly receives said category number and provides said one 
category entry and saidat least one subcategory entry associated with said 
category number to said display component. 

1 53. The system according to claim 49, wherein said category field and 

2 said at least one subcategory field ar\ graphically distinct areas. 

1 54. The system according to claim 53, wherein said at least one 

2 subcategory field is substantially adjacent to said category field. 

1 55. The system according to claim 53, wherein said category field and 

2 said at least one subcategory field are page mark-up language documents. 
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